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advancing the science, tools, and

expertise available for

implementing watershed planning

and management processes.
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The EPA TMDL Clearinghouse

A s 2005 came to a close, the Center
continued gathering Total Maximum
Daily Load (TMDL) resources that will
populate the EPA TMDL Clearinghouse
database. A state-by-state review of
TMDL-program websites, guidance
documents, and various TMDLs was
completed in order to compile and
evaluate the methods used by each
state when developing TMDLs for vari-
ous impairments. Information col-
lected about each state’s program in-
cluded consent degree status, applica-
ble water quality standards, and a brief
description of the methodology or ap-
proach used for developing TMDLs.
TMDL development guidance docu-
ments were collected from twenty
states. This state specific information
along with other data will be available
in the EPA TMDL Clearinghouse’s
searchable database on the Center’s
website (http://tmdl.bse.vt.edu) by
mid-2006.

Information available through the TMDL
clearinghouse will be useful to a vari-
ety of audiences. Contractors develop-
ing a TMDL for an impairment that they
have little experience with will be able
to search the TMDL Clearinghouse to
see what methods are being used to
address that particular impairment in
other states across the nation. The
database will also be useful to state
agency personnel who may be inter-
ested in refining, changing, or other-
wise improving their approaches to
TMDL development. EPA regional per-
sonnel will also be able to review the
database to help their states with TMDL
development and stay current to ap-
proaches used in other regions.

For instance, it is interesting to com-
pare state TMDL programs that use less
-intensive load-duration-curve method-
ology for developing TMDLs with those
that continue to use more-detailed

methods such as nonpoint source (NPS)
simulation models or other mass bal-
ance procedures to determine alloca-
tion reductions. The load-duration-
curve methodology was first adopted
by the state of Kansas and character-
izes the loading over the entire flow
regime without the use of a complex
NPS model. The load duration curve is
a graph representing the percentage of
time during which a constituent’s load
exceeds water quality standards based
solely on flow data and analytical sam-
ple data. Twelve of the twenty-nine
states that have EPA approved bacteria
impairment TMDLs use the load-
duration-curve approach. In addition,
seven states use the load-duration-
curve approach for other impairments.
The information complied in the Clear-
inghouse will provide users an overview
of the nation’s TMDL program.
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